Annual Report on the Development of European Veteran Fencing 2025- 2026
As Director for Development of the European Veterans Fencing, I am pleased to present a brief overview of the past year and the key trends shaping our community.
The rapid growth in the number of veteran athletes, including veteran fencers, has begun to stabilize. After years of steep increase, participation levels have reached a consistently high plateau. While further growth is expected, it will likely be moderate rather than exponential. This stabilization should not be seen as a slowdown in momentum, but rather as a sign of maturity and consolidation within the veteran fencing movement.
The sustained high level of participation has significantly increased the visibility of veteran fencing. National federations, as well as international governing bodies such as the Fédération Internationale d'Escrime and the European Fencing Confederation, are now paying closer attention to this segment. Veteran fencing is increasingly recognized as an integral and valuable part of the sport’s ecosystem.
Looking ahead, one of our primary challenges will be to maintain and stabilize this high level of participation. Retention, event quality, and organizational consistency will be critical factors in ensuring that the current base remains engaged and active.
Another important objective is to clarify and strengthen the position of veteran fencing within national federations. This responsibility lies primarily with our member organizations, while the EVF provides strategic guidance and support. A key goal is to achieve recognition for veteran fencers that is comparable to other age categories, such as cadets and juniors.
Finally, to support a coherent and consistent approach in these matters, I propose the creation of a legal officer position within the EVF Board. This role would help define the EVF’s institutional stance and provide guidance on governance-related questions across member countries. With this legal director, it is necessary to review the legal status of the individual member organizations.
The expansion of age categories is another positive development. It is particularly encouraging that the FIE has introduced the 40+ category at World Championships, opening the door for younger veterans and motivating many to (re)start fencing. 
In this context, I propose the establishment of a dedicated working group composed of younger fencers, consistently under the age of 45. The specific task of this group would be to support and expand the “veteran pipeline,” identifying and engaging potential future veteran athletes, and developing targeted initiatives to encourage their long-term involvement in fencing.
At the same time, extending categories also serves older athletes; successful pilot initiatives such as the 80+ honorary round have demonstrated clear interest. These initiatives should now be stabilized and formalized. I further propose conducting a survey to assess the potential number of 80+ competitors.
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